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Dudley, to make him a duke; and, in the meantime,
she created him Earl of Leicester. She regarded him,
so she told Mary's envoy Melville, as her brother and
her friend; if he was Mary's husband she would have
no suspicion or fear of any usurpation before her
death, being assured that he was so loving and trusty
that he would never permit anything to be attempted
during her time. " But," she said, pointing to Darnley,
who was present, "you like better yonder long lad."
Her suspicion was correct. Melville had secret in-
structions to procure permission for Darnley to go to
Scotland. However, he answered discreetly that " no
woman of spirit could choose such an one who more
resembled a woman than a man."

How was Elizabeth to be persuaded to let Darnley
leave England ? There was only one way to disarm
suspicion : Mary declared herself ready to marry Leices-
ter (January 1565). Darnley immediately obtained
leave of absence for three months ostensibly to recover
the forfeited Lennox property. In Scotland the pur-
pose of his coming was not mistaken,- and it roused
the Protestants to fury. The Queen's chapel, the only
place in the Lowlands where mass was said, was beset.
Her priests were mobbed and maltreated. Moray,
who till lately had supported his sister with such
loyalty and energy that Knox had quarrelled with
him, prepared, with the other Lords of the Congrega-
tion, for resistance. Elizabeth, and Cecil also, had
been completely overreached. A prudent player some-
times gets into difficulties by attributing &qual pru-
dence to a daring and reckless antagonist. Elizabeth,
as a patriotic ruler, desired nothing but peace and